
From The President 
Leigh Warneminde 

Having recovered from jet lag after a family holiday 
to the UK, I am pleased to know that CaNSCC can 
function very well in my absence. While I was away, 
Eco-discovery was booked to capacity and very well 
received (I have heard glowing reports) and the 
wildflower walks went off without a hitch. A whale 
stranding was attended by our volunteers and 
although the outcome was not a happy one the 
whale was kept as comfortable as possible thanks to 
the efforts of volunteers. The calendar was finalised 
and printed and is another stunner. A submission 
was sent in for SCC Pest Management Policy, and an 
application to purchase Mona Vista land with Enviro 
Levy funding was also submitted. 

Weeds were pulled, marine debris was collected and 
sorted. Our Sunshine Coast Council partnership 
grant funding was acquitted and a new grant 
providing a fruther three years of funding was 
approved. The Pandanus Project was finalized and 
acquitted as well. 

In the midst of all this going on, the Coast Care IT 
systems were continuing to be transformed and 
updated, volunteers attended the Community 
Conservation Forum by SCC, which by all accounts 
was great. The Coolum Community Native Nursery 
continues to flourish. I am still catching up on emails 
so please forgive me and let me know if I have left 
anything off this extensive list. 
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More On Those Pesky 
Native Bees 
Estelle Blair 

There have been a number of interesting 
presentations on native bees recently but here is a 
tale with a difference. After our abnormally dry 
January/February this year, a Brisbane friend (who 
hasn’t been exposed to native bees) noticed what he 
thought were flies, flying in and out of the little hole 
on the top of his water meter box. Thinking 
“something” might have died in there, he opened the 
lid, to be confronted with what he thought was an 
“alien growth”. 

After some searching on Facebook with no results, he 
sent an email with the photos to government experts 
who diagnosed the ‘alien’ as a partly formed native 
beehive, either colonial native bee belonging to either 
genus Tetragonula or Austroplebia.  

- Estelle Blair 

Volunteer

"The honey sure was nice though!"

The pesky critters had moved in during the dry 
weather and had almost finished sealing the base 
and sides of the meter box, as well as laying in a 
good supply of honey. 

Unfortunately there was not a happy ending to 
this story. Whether it was the disturbance caused 
by opening the box, or the torrential rain the 
following day...by the time the advice came back 
and arrangements made to relocate the hive a 
few days later, the bees had moved on. The 
honey sure was nice though!

What an amazing and energetic force we can be when 
united. I sincerely thank you all for caring enough 
about this piece of paradise we call home, to continue 
to make a positive contribution in what ever capacity 
you can. An organization is the sum total of its 
members! I am constantly humbled by the dedication, 
skill set and passion of Coolum and North Shore 
Coast Care volunteers. 

With the prolonged dry weather our dunes are 
looking much the worse for wear. The plants are 
stressed and many are dying which is very 
disheartening. Let’s hope the rain comes soon. On a 
positive note our beaches are bigger than I can 
remember- every cloud has a silver lining. 

Yours sincerely,

This newsletter has been
produced through gracious

donations of time by Coolum
& North Shore members and
is generously supported by
the Sunshine Coast Council.
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Armed with gloves and trowels, they then headed to 
the dunes to learn about some of the invasive weeds 
that degrade the dunes and were given a brief safety 
message highlighting some of the ‘hazards’ faced in 
working on the dunes. The students were shown how 
to plant native species, mainly Horsetail She-oak and 
groundcovers, that had been acquired from Coolum 
Community Native Nursery. By the end of the 
morning, an extra 312 plants had found a home in 
the dunes at Pt Arkwright!

This was all done against the magnificent back-drop 
of the ocean where pelagic fish could be seen feeding 
close to the shoreline. A couple of the students 
attending came from California noticed and really 
appreciated watching the perfect surf rolling in on 
the beach. The other students loved the scenery and 
the day but were a little oblivious of these sets rolling
in. I guess they don’t see a lot of surf in Singapore!

For the third year running, the Yinneburra group 
recently hosted 49 students and four teachers from 
GEMS International School of Singapore at Pt 
Arkwright. True to form, working with this year’s 
group proved to be a real pleasure (as it has been in 
the past). The program consisted of Leigh giving her 
talk about who we are and what we do.  This was 
followed by an educational talk about some of the 
features of dunal systems and what makes this part 
of the Sunshine Coast great.  

International Students 
Working For The 
Environment
Edwin Hammet 
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One Turtle, A Jetski And
CaNSCC To The Rescue!
Sherida Holford 

Sometimes our volunteers spend quite a bit of time 
co-ordinating the rescue of sick marine turtles, 
especially when they are found in places that are a 
bit more challenging to get to! The rescue of Keaton 
the green turtle is a great example. 

It was a lovely sunny Monday afternoon at Tea Tree 
Bay Noosa on 10th April 2017 when beach walker 
Kirsty noticed a marine turtle floating in the water at 
Tea Tree Bay. It wasn’t diving and some surfers said it 
had been there for more than a day. The beach isn’t 
patrolled by lifeguards and it’s a bit of a walk to the 
nearest carpark from the beach, so she wasn’t sure 
how to help. She managed to borrow a phone and 
called Coolum & North Shore Coast Care. 

Estelle took the call and liaised with Susan, one of our 
turtle monitoring volunteers, to work out the best 
course of action. As it would be quite a walk for 
volunteers to carry the turtle out of Tea Tree Bay, we 
suggested to Kirsty that she contact Noosa Heads 
Surf Lifesaving Club to send a lifeguard to the area to 
collect the turtle (using an IRB or a jestski) and take it 
back to the Club. From the club’s carpark our 
volunteers could then collect the turtle and take it to 
Sealife Mooloolaba. The Noosa Heads Surf Club 
lifeguards were very helpful and a jetski was 
dispatched to collect the turtle, a juvenile green turtle 
later named Keaton after one of the lifeguards. The 
turtle got an unexpected (and quick) jetski ride out of 
Tea Tree Bay back to Noosa Heads Surf Club! On 
arrival at the Club, the lifeguards placed the turtle on 
a wet towel in the shade. 

Susan then had to find a turtle monitoring volunteer 
(or two) who were available at short notice to collect 
the turtle from Noosa Heads and take it to Sealife 
Mooloolaba.  Luckily, our volunteers Caitlin and 
Doreen rose to the challenge!  Caitlin drove all the 
way from Coolum to Noosa Heads to collect the 
turtle and bring it back to Coolum. 

Doreen then collected the turtle from Caitlin and 
drove it down to Sealife. As Doreen cruised down the 
motorway towards Mooloolaba, Susan contacted 
Sealife staff to make sure someone would be on 
hand to receive the turtle, given it was nearly their 
closing time for the day. We don’t want to drive all 
the way to Mooloolaba and find no-one there to 
receive the turtle, so we always call ahead to advise 
we are on our way! Doreen and Keaton the turtle 
made it to Sealife just before their 5pm closing time. 

At Sealife Keaton joined some fellow sea turtle 
buddies in the rehabilitation area. It can sometimes 
take a few months to rehabilitate a sea turtle, and we 
are very grateful for the efforts of everyone involved 
in Keaton’s rescue. It’s not every day that a sick turtle 
gets a jestski ride and 2 car rides! 

Sir Keaton the Green Turtle 
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Excitement, Exhaustion 
And Education - Kids in 
Action 2017 
Diane Goodwillie 

On a bright windy Friday (5 May) at Stumers Creek, 12 
Coast Care volunteers spent the day with about 130 
students aged 11 - 14 from 13 local schools. We were 
extremely impressed with their interest, behavior 
and respect.  In one giant day, we had the chance to 
educate bright young people about the dunes, 
marine rubbish, turtles, pandanus dieback, and 
weeds. These kids then went back to their schools 
and developed further messages for their schools 
and their fellow students.  A follow-up session is then 
held at Kawana Conference centre in early 
September. 

Coolum and North Shore Coast care is one of several 
“Bronze” sponsors of the event organized by 
EnviroCom for the Sunshine Coast Council’s 2017 
Kids-in-Action program. At the end of the day, 
students from each school gave feedback. Many 
talked about their desire in raising awareness of the 
long-lasting nature of plastics in the environment as 
well as provided comments on the turtles, art and
dunes sessions. 

One girl said that now she was aware, she “was going 
to tell her mother to stop using plastic wrapping 
paper!”. 

Lisa Ryan from Sunshine Coast Council had this to 
message to Coolum and North Shore Coast Care: 

“We are so very grateful to Coast Care for the 
outstanding range of engaging and interactive activities 
you came up with for the Kids in Action Environmental 
Projects Day and for your involvement in the reference 
committee in the lead up to the day. I think the group's 

contribution to environmental learning and appreciation 
was amply represented in the words of so many children 

in their concluding statements. So many spoke
passionately and intelligently about what they had felt 

and learned and achieved during the day.” 

It was truly heartwarming. I know it was an 
exhausting day for all of our volunteers, but I hope 
you enjoyed it as much as the children did! 

Thanks to all of our volunteers including Renee 
Fletcher for co-ordinating while I was away, 
presenters Sharon Hanna, Sherida Holford, Caitlin 
Brown, Helen Leckie, and Joel Fostin, who were 
helped by Robin Manners, Jan Crossland, Birte 
Spenser, Wendy Gordon, and Gen Jones.
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Specks Of Sand Forum 
A Winner
Wendy Gordon 

About 120 people from all walks of life attended the 
Specks of Sand forum, held Saturday 13 May at 
University of the Sunshine Coast. The participants, 
united by a shared interest and passion for the 
Maroochy River and adjacent beaches, heard 
presentations from technical experts, covering how 
Sunshine Coast coastal processes are surveyed and 
monitored, how sand travels along the coastline, 
floodplain characteristics, the importance of
independent verifiable and transparent flood 
modelling, the ecological and socio-economic values 
of the Maroochy beaches and estuary, and Sunshine 
Coast Council’s current coastal management 
initiatives. 

Key speakers included Associate Professor Claudia 
Baldwin, who introduced attendees to the 
fundamentals of community engagement and how 
an informed community can contribute proactively to 
planning and decision-making about the coast. The 
value of ‘citizen science’ and a historical perspective 
was also highlighted by local resident Jim Cash, 
whose series of historical photographs and 
observations on the Maroochy River and its 
significance to people so interested the audience that 
a separate stand-alone repeat of this presentation 
was planned for a later date. 

During the breaks, people visited the ‘Sand Pit’, where 
microscopes were setup to enable attendees to view 
the amazing diversity of river and beach sand 
particles’ shape and size, with experts on hand to 
assist people to understand the significance of that 
diversity. The highly successful day demonstrated 
that Sunshine Coast residents want to be involved in 
the decisions made about “their river and coast”, and 
are prepared to educate themselves so they can 
participate from a sound knowledge base. It also 
showed they care deeply about the future of 
Maroochy River and adjacent beaches. 

The free event was organised jointly by the University 
of the Sunshine Coast and Coolum & North Shore 
Coast Care and funded from a share of an 
International Rivers Foundation prize recently 
distributed to Coast Care by the Sunshine Coast 
Rivers Initiative. 

Turtle Season Recap
Luke Kaploon 

The 2017-18 turtle nesting season is rapidly 
approaching, with only 3 weeks left until we start our 
early morning searches for nesting turtle tracks. We 
started walking the 1st November last year, and 
expect to start around the same time this year. 

There is of course always anticipation and hope that 
the number of reported and recorded turtle nests 
will be higher than the previous season. 

The past two seasons have seen records being 
broken. Last season 28 nests were recorded as well 
as 3 turn-arounds. The total number of eggs laid in 
the 28 nests totalled 3,792! 
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This last season we introduced a handy app called 
‘Track it Forward’ to track our activity and volunteer 
hours. The 25 volunteers who were officially 
recording their hours spent 887.29 hours on the 
beach. It is also worth noting recording hours using 
this method was not always feasible due to 
technology and time constraints. We know there 
were many more hours undertaken during the 
season. 

Seasons are filled with highs and lows. A typical 
season does not come without the king tides in 
January or the threat of "cyclone swells" as an ex- 
tropical cyclone makes its way down the coast and 
weakens into a low pressure system. The swells can 
range any where between 6 feet to 9 feet and if they 
are combined with storm surges or king tides, it is 
always an anxious time for our volunteers watching 
incubating eggs. 

Some of the highs of course include tagging nesting 
turtles so we can better come to understand their 
lifecycle, and watching a run of turtles during an 
evening (or morning) with your friends and family 
making their way down to the ocean to begin their 
journey. For our turtle research volunteers, it is about 
conservation of a species which we are at a real 
threat of losing, a species which has existed for 
around 65 millions years. 

If you are interested in volunteering with the turtle 
research team there will be pre-season meeting held 
before the season kicks off.  Send your enquiries to 
the turtle conservation volunteer enquiries 
coordinator by emailing 
coastcareturtlevolunteering@gmail.com. 
 

Long-term Coast Carers will be acquainted with the 
Lions Park/Stumers Creek Watercourse Project which 
started in March 2006 when six of our members 
began clearing the eastern bank at the Lions Park. 
Two years and 500 metres later, invasive weeds had 
been replaced by native plantings sourced from our 
community nursery and today the lomandras, 
banksias, and grevilleas are surrounded by an 
abundance of green fernery!

Following this achievement, and with the assistance 
of several Coolum Lions working bees, a WaterWatch 
team and a Green Corps team; the western bank was 
also cleared and similarly planted with locally 
sourced plants from the nursery. Sunshine Coast 
Council provided labour to remove shoulder high 
grass from the eastern side of the mown grass strip, 
which was subsequently the site of a 2008 and 2009 
planting bee combining the input of pupils from 
Coolum State Primary and regular Coast Care 
volunteers. This area, our Botanical Garden section, 
was then maintained by our Octogenarian Warrior, 
Ron Miller, over a 6 year period until his death in 
2015, one day before his 86th birthday. 

Watercourse Warriors
Fight: Council's Proposed
Concrete Path Invasion
Linese Norrish 
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In 2011 we crossed to the other side of Stumers 
Creek Road and so began Stage II, which involved 
more clearing of long grass and invasive weeds. This 
area continues to be the focus of clearing and 
planting working bees, with operations extending to 
the strip fronting the David Low Way.

In 2011 we crossed to the other side of Stumers 
Creek Road and so began Stage II, which involved 
more clearing of long grass and invasive weeds. This 
area continues to be the focus of clearing and 
planting working bees, with operations extending to 
the strip fronting the David Low Way. 

Currently our team consists of 4 males and 3 
females, meeting at Beach Access 71 at 8.30am on 
Monday and Thursday mornings, and contributing a 
minimum $20,000 in labour per annum. 
Our morning tea breaks are a bonding experience 
when we solve the problems of this world and reflect 
on the challenges facing the environment on the 
Sunshine Coast. 

Unfortunately, the joy and fulfillment of our work 
may be threatened by Council's Coastal Pathway 
Plan, which proposes a concrete invasion of our Lions 
Park – extending to a 3 metre wide by 500 metre path
through the grass strip which separates the 
watercourse from the Botanical Gardens (eastern 
side). There is concern that the many years of 
volunteer labour and history reinstating native 
vegetation to this area will be lost to encroachment 
of the concrete pathway that is proposed to run 
through the area. 

I stated that the last was our preferred option.  To 
date I have not been informed of Council’s decision, 
though Cr Robinson indicated that I would be so 
advised. I am also not aware of any dates having 
been set for the Master Plan to be discussed by 
Council. The Watercourse Warriors will not be fully 
operational during December-January 2018 but will 
return in February.  During this “down time” I will 
continue to water some of our plantings as I have 
been doing twice weekly during this season of 
drought! 

Interested would-be participants for our Coast Care 
group can email Linese or phone her on 07 5446 
5116.

The Watercourse Warriors have made their concerns 
known to, in writing and at a community consultation 
meeting, Cr Robinson and the Project Manager, in 
December 2016.  It was then that we requested that 
the less invasive option of the existing concrete 
pathway parallel to the David Low Way at the Lions 
Park, be extended.  Several months ago I met Cr 
Robinson at his monthly Meet and Greet in the 
Coolum Library and again brought our concerns to 
his attention.  He advised that there were 3 options 
being considered: 

1. A concrete pathway, 
2. A less invasive pathway (but one which would 
involve the loss of the grass on which locals and 
visitors enjoy walking), 
3. Retention of the existing grass strip between the 
watercourse and the botanical gardens on the 
eastern border.



C A N S C C  N E W S L E T T E R  P A G E  0 9  S P R I N G  I S S U E  2 4

Shifting Sands – Jim
Cash’s Repeat
Presentation
Estelle Blair 

As flagged at the Specks of Sand forum held at the 
University of the Sunshine Coast on 13 May, Coolum 
& North Shore Coast Care arranged for Jim Cash to 
repeat his excellent historical perspective on the 
dynamics of the Maroochy River mouth. The North 
Shore Community Centre was booked and on 17 June 
over 100 people came to listen to his observations 
and research on the river mouth’s movement since 
the late 1800s. 

The audience came from across the Sunshine Coast; 
from Peregian Beach to Caloundra and every village 
in between, and west to the Maroochy River 
hinterland and Maleny. There were even some 
visitors from Forster in coastal NSW! All were 
fascinated by the history and many took the time 
afterwards to examine the Maroochy River display 
and discuss issues with Jim. 
Jim made the point that the river mouth has always 
been “restricted” to shipping and a dangerous 
shallow bar has been reported since 1842. He 
mentioned several shipwrecks on the bar and 
discussed how the early European settlers adapted 
to the river by using shallow draft paddle steamers 
and drogues to take cargo across the bar, rather than 
try to bend the river to their will. 

He also showed how the river mouth switches from 
south to north of Pincushion Island every 40 or 50 
years, and at times Pincushion Island is truly an 
island! He mentioned a theory advanced by coastal 
engineers that the position of the mouth is driven by 
the river and the movement from north to south is 
broadly predictable.  His historical photographs 
demonstrated that erosion at Cotton Tree and on 
Maroochydore Beach occurs regardless of whether 
the mouth is north or south of Pincushion Island. He 
raised the concern that there may be a more 
widespread reason for the diminishing sand on the 
beaches that is not being explored by the authorities, 
who have chosen instead to dredge limited and 
unsustainable quantities of sand from within the
estuary to replenish the beach. In the quest to ensure
a wide sandy beach all year round for ‘tourism’, we 
seem to have lost sight of the broader socio- 
economic values of the naturalness of this beautiful 
estuary. 

The crowd was also entertained before and after 
Jim’s presentation by a “rock” band, the “No 
Groyners”, led by Derek Foster from the Maroochy 
Wetlands Sanctuary, who performed their lovely and 
insightful ballads about the Maroochy River. With 
light refreshments to lubricate conversation, the 
afternoon quickly passed. 
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Coolum West
Wildflower Walk  
Mark Bizzell 

Heartfelt thanks to the Coast Care volunteers in the 
kitchen and on registration and to those putting out 
and packing up chairs and equipment, all of whom 
ensured the event proceeded without a hitch.  We 
were so efficient we were set up for 100 people in 
less than 30 minutes, no mess no fuss, showing what 
a well-oiled team we are! All the Specks of Sand 
presentations, including Jim’s, are on our website at 
www.coolumcoastcare.org.au/local_info. 

Ever wondered what makes wallum plants flower so 
profusely some years and other years not so 
brilliant? It is an interesting case of events as we look 
closely at the characteristics of the wildflowers and 
why they are so hardy yet require specific soil types 
and environmental factors. Over a period of twenty 
years or so within the wallum wildflower regions 
there is an accumulation of leaf mulching (fuel load) 
that has taken place. During this time the smaller 
wildflowers are smothered and straggly and most of 
the nutrient is locked up in dead matter.

After conducting another successful Wildflower Walk 
as part of SCC’s 50th Year Celebrations, Mark and the 
group made these observations: 

Frequent mild fire releases the nutrients, prunes the 
plants and carpets the ground with ashes to sweeten 
the soil. Far from destroying vegetation diversity, this 
periodic burning can enhance the brilliance of the 
flowers creating a rich mosaic of different aged 
patches and wildflower colours. In most cases of 
bushfires there are quick burns and slow burns. 
Associated with the quick burns, as experienced 
earlier this year west of Coolum Beach, the fire 
spread rapidly covering hundreds of hectares of 
bushland including the wallum areas. 

A quick burn (usually aided by strong winds) means 
that the plant stock is not totally wiped out because 
the heat factor isn't prolonged and intense enough to 
destroy precious nutrient plant reserves stored 
beneath the ground within some  plants lignin tuber 
root system. However, with a slow burn, the heat 
from the fire stays longer within the vegetation mass 
causing extreme heat at the ground level and 
consequently negating the potential for the 
wildflowers to regenerate themselves. 

Wallum ground orchid Diuris alba
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"After the huge fire that raged through this area last 
January we noticed how the vegetation hadn't quite 
recovered well enough to provide us with the usual 

abundant spring wildflower showing. However, we were 
surprised to notice the tiny wildflowers along the wallum 

track beside our feet. 
 

Some of the blooms were not much bigger than a match 
head and at times to really appreciate the intricate form 

of the flowers, we were down on all fours with
magnifying glasses at the ready getting a better 

perspective on this miniature delicate world. 
 

In this instance it was not the big wildflower experience 
we were rewarded with but the smaller fine delicate 

wildflower species that often went unnoticed that kept 
our attention.” 

We all know there are different opinions and 
preferences for different techniques of asparagus 
fern removal between members of the Coast Care 
groups and between groups. I thought I would share 
my limited experiences with this tenacious weed. 

It seems the asparagus fern infestation of the 
Coolum Bushland Conservation Reserve and 
probably most other reserves and dune areas across 
the Sunshine Coast has been taking hold and has 
been addressed by volunteers and contractors over a 
long period of time. From my observation the efforts 
of volunteers and contractors has not been in vain so 
long as cleared areas are revisited on a regular basis 
to keep up the fight against: 

Plants missed.
Regeneration of seeds left in the ground.
Regeneration of seeds freshly dropped by birds.

It is much easier to return to an area on a regular 
basis than to return after heavy reinfestation or new 
infestation has occurred and remove:

Berries and crowns that have inadvertently left 
behind before they regerminate or regrow.
Plants missed often too small or effectively 
camouflaged under trees and logs and branches 
on the ground.

The best way I have found in removing the fern (and 
retaining moisture and nutrients in the soil/sand) is 
by: 

Observations On The
Infamous Asparagus
Weed
Colin Verrall removing berries from stockpiled ferns 
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The benefits of this method include:

Anyway these are some of my findings with my 
experience with Asparagus Fern. I hope they are of 
interest and perhaps a stimulus for further 
discussion and discovery. When weeding, please also 
remember to minimize the impact on possible 
regeneration, regrowth, germination of native plants 
and faunal habitats such as fallen trunks and 
burrows. 

Everyone’s Environment
Grant Update September
2017
Jan Crossland 

Cutting around and removing the crown with a 
small handsaw.
Removing the green and red berries from the 
fronds.  The berries hold quite strongly to the 
fronds if a little care is taken and then can be 
stripped over a bucket or bag without many falling 
to the ground.
Cutting the fronds from the crown, dropping the 
crown into a bag or bucket.
Cutting up fronds into about 30cm lengths, 
removing any remaining berries into a bucket or 
bag and stockpiling the fronds on the sand to 
break down.
Coming back a week or two later to remove any 
berries that might have been missed on the fronds 
and any berries of crowns that might have been 
missed.
Coming back a month or so later to remove any 
berries or crowns missed and any small plant 
regrowth before the frons spread and the plant 
fruits again.

Less back strain for the volunteers in both digging 
out the plants and perhaps carrying roots and 
fronds unnecessarily from the bush.
Less cartage for council employees of bagged 
plant material that perhaps will not regenerate.
Reduced landfill and increased mulching and 
moisture retention in the bush.

Hopefully utilising these methods might be a win for 
the volunteers, contractors and employees as well as
a win for the bush soil/sand. Whatever method you 
use, effective control of asparagus fern requires 
persistence and patience and must continue in the 
long term of months and years.

While it may be easy to despair, please do not because: 
As time passes the effort becomes less arduous.
Large areas can be covered with reduced effort 
required in the protection against regeneration 
phase.
The satisfaction of watching natural regeneration 
and regrowth of native vegetation is rewarding.

As our members are well aware, 2017 has been a 
very dry year, especially the last couple of months, so 
while we have been able to do lots of weeding, we 
have done very little planting at any of our sites. 
Contractor teams have been busy since July, in all 
three of the areas prioritized in the EE grant. 

There is still a heavy infestation of Madeira vine in 
Yaroomba Bushland Conservation Reserve (BCR), but 
the contractors have made big inroads there, and will 
be returning soon for another attack.
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Our volunteers have also worked in that BCR, on 
Madeira vine and other State-listed weeds such as 
Lantana. In the Yinneburra dunal system, contractors 
are working on heavy infestations of Asparagus fern, 
Singapore daisy and Mother-of-Millions in the areas 
difficult for us to access, while we volunteers have 
been busy in more open areas, removing the same 
weeds. Rain forecast for early October should enable 
some planting there. At Marcoola the contractors 
have now removed the vast majority of the 
Asparagus fern between 100 and 101 and will now 
focus works between 101 and 102 with the last of 
grant monies for that area. 

Sometimes while out in the bush and doing our 
weeding activities, we come across some amazing, 
mysterious finds which are sometimes inexplicable. 
The Sunshine Coast native Petalostigma triloculare 
(Quinine Bush) can be found in dry eucalypt forests. 
Obviously, something has found this particular bush 
very tasty and with impeccable manners, 
meticulously organising the fruits in a nice pile for 
their feast and the discards!

Mysteries While 
Weeding
Photos by Karen Sell 



Coolum Community Native Nursery 
Don't forget to visit us at the Coolum Community Native Nursery. Why not
stop by, have a chat or ask a question, and pick up a local native or two to
plant in your garden or around town! 

157 Warran Road 
Yaroomba, QLD 4573 
Ph: 07 5473 9322

Opening Hours: 
Tues-Fri 7:30am-3:30pm | Sat
8:30am-12:30pm

info@coolumnatives.com
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Philydrum lanuginosum – FROGSMOUTH 
Philydrum (fill-ee-DRUM) meaning ‘Water Lover’, 
lanuginosum (lan-ewe-gin-OH-sum) meaning 
‘wooly’ is an attractive, erect, fleshy plant with 
leaves to 120cm. 

The lovely yellow flowers are on tall spikes to 
60cm most of the year round and in fact the 
name “Frogsmouth” comes from shape of the 
flowers.

Philydrum lanuginosum are suitable for planting 
around ponds, dams and on creek banks. They 
will tolerate periodic inundation and can be used 
as for stabilising soil.  Frogsmouth also looks 
good when planted on mass or in landscaped 
settings. They will live in full or filtered sun. 
Frogmouth's natural habitat is freshwater 
wetlands or creeks and they make excellent 
habitat for frogs and provides food and cover for 
some birds. 

CCNN has native tubes for $2.50 and 140ml pots 
for $8.50.    

Plant of the Month for
October
CCNN 


